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ENGLISH HELPSHEET 

LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS FOR ACADEMIC WRITING 

AND SPEAKING (CONTENT-COMPATIBLE LANGUAGE) 
 

Language to present ideas 

 
I would argue that.../I would say that ... 

In my view ... 

It seems (to me) that ... 

 
I tend to think that... / I feel that ... 

As far as I am concerned ... 

Some/ Most people argue/ think/ say that ... 

It is understood that ... 

It is generally accepted that ... 

 
There is a tendency to believe that ... 

 
One of the main arguments in favour of / against ... 

 
Language to make concessions 

 
While/Although ..., … 

Despite the fact that ..., … 

Even though ..., … 

It could be argued that ... . 

 
Admittedly, … / Certainly . , but … / However, … 

 
It may be true that ... . 

 
Language for refuting an argument 

 
I am unconvinced that ... 

 
I do not believe that ... 

 
Some people find it hard to accept that ... 

 
It is doubtful whether ... 

 
There is little evidence to support the view that ... 

 
It is unjustifiable to say that ... 

 
I disagree with a view / argument that ... 

 
I am uncertain whether ... 
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Language to be more precise 

 
By this I (do not) mean 

... In fact, ... 

That is not to say that 

... In other words, ... 

That is to say, ... 

 
To be more precise, ... 

 
Here I am (not) referring to ... 

 
Linking words and expressions 

 
For example, … / For instance, 

... Of course, ... 

Firstly, … / Secondly, … 

 
For one thing, ... 

 
For another thing, … 

 
A good example of this is 

... Indeed, … / In fact, ... 

If this is / were the case, ... 

Naturally, …/ Understandably, 

... In my experience, ... 

Conclusions 

 
To sum up, ... 

 
Overall , ... 

 
In the final analysis, 

... Clearly, ... 

In conclusion, … // To conclude, 

... Ultimately, ... 

Taking everything into consideration, ... 


